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1S. SS MMARY: 
(:\ as Information Report quotes a 7/134F Director of Intelligence message pore meen 
dealing with the subjeot of unidentified flying objects. The message was 
dated 11 December 1968 and was in response to inqueries to that headquarters 
fron suoordinate units, It is quoted in its entirety to sho~ the rational 
used to draw the conclusions that are made, This IR is submitted in response 
to and partially anawers SICR U-UPF=+21321. Collection action continues, 


ase 


ay LC. Quote: ects Unidentified Flying Objects (uj. Part I. A. On 

. 280156Z Novenber t988, Nakhon Phanom (NKP), RTAFB GCA reported two low/slow 
meving objects epproximately 13NM south of NKP. Contact was lce-t when objects 
wera 9YM weat of base. NKP Command Post was informed they “definitely were 

cot oats." Sightings were confirmed by Invert radar, At approximately 0215L 
Kinite 27, nicht Recce chopper, was asked to investigate slow movers 4NM north 
eust of bane, As Krife 27 was not in immediate area 5~10 minute delay ensued, 
Enite 2) > ~ A no sightings. Knife27 also investigated similar phenomena 
10-i3.8 co.vn of NKP and another return two and one-half NM northwest of base. 
No visunl cichtings were reported. Final return at 12NM south of NKP was also 
investigated with Invert direction Knife 27 to position direotly overhead of 
unidentified return, Searchlight was employed but revealed nothing. Ho object 
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notlluge ’ 
Ae Enife 26 returnec wba 


Sogpi. sgain INF souti:.43t of where 
it had disappesred, la. ing mitnesat. Gen ont .t after 4-5NK, atili heading 
southeast in vicinity of VE 57%: Part TI. * * secemoer, 606 SOS advisor 


to Thai Borde :trol Police “<rr,, Regie. iV, reported that BPP had begun 
operation on 2c Nowember betveen NEP and Sakhon Nakhon towns in same proximit 
as above sighting northwest of MKP. Four to aix 3PP ani Royal Thai Aray (Rray 
helicopters were involved .n this operatic. 
one white heuy helicopter, which is used to moritcor EPP operations, 
Thal pilots hive been reiuctant to fly at right, but the soon in recent days 
has made nicht fiyinzg alzost as essy as daytime operations,’ and Thai pilots 
have been known to accomplish aight flights in arwas where terrain is well-kno 
to thes, 


toring activities unless proper pressure is brouch’ to bear. Kany BPP/RTA 
operations ucsainst communist terrorist are autencaous in Bature, and thus 

centralized contro: is weak, Ag result, air defense surveillance systen is 
often ret informea of flights until later—if at all. 
to secure time so flights in support of above operation, including dates, 
Pert III. Historically, Nowember and early December have 


and 


landing arcas,. 


or culturri phenomena in THAILAND. These include temperc:ure inversions, 


observe . 3 

severu) rnitee, plus at least four local choppers in a span of ten minutes. At 
same tic these signhti » even of legitimate friendiy flignws, failed to 
correlate vith 3righam (Udorn RTAFB-based GCI radar) and GCA returns, On 
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CL site would not report a. wutheuntic .sraffic, was reposted inte AOC and air 
defence system by Thal oper:vors. 
o Further investigation attributed a number of a 
als distorted weather oonditions. 
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To date, there ia no sxonfirmed evidence thet hostile 
ave penetrated Thai air space in support of insurgent 
Though it is posaible thet illicit ffriendly flights 


aircr ‘, Cop ters 
or communist activities. 
for purposes 
no evidence to substantiate this possibility at present time. It is suspected 
that Lao ena Thai Air Force officers can and do emriocy RLAF and RTAF aircraft 
in private ventures or travel without filing proper flight plane for informing 
components of the sir defense surveillance system, Part IV. Saicre of recent 
reported sightings follows same pattern as “unknown returns” reported last 
year by Ubon and Udorn. In analysis of possible hostile penetration of 


technical aspects of such flights. It was found that to land in remote jungie 
oOlearings at night to airlift personnel or provide resupply was highly danger- 
ous and improbable, especially in absence of sophisticated navigation and 

landing aids, and was beyond technical capavility of U.S. air crews, Purther, 


that available helicopter strength is such that hostiiv or unfriendly forces 


they are unabie to suprort their ow field 
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with accompanying risk factor, when 
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produced larze nanbers of rader returns, particularly on GCA snopes, from natur 


palioons “ea * un’ or afious celebrations, Rigrator: ris, and kites, in 
Novemr: sane *?s3AP 22 and DO ran experiment at Udor: wnen CCA scopes were 
report.1 7 sore than i> low siow returns in vicinity of Udorn PTAFB. Group 


ly <i,tred scores of baliloona, three flocks o: nigratory Berens 


numbero..3 oceass:o:. it was os‘*biished thet phenomena, which U.S. personnei in 


U.S. personnel attributed these to propageti 


of private gain, pleasure, saugcling are being conducted, there is 


THAILAND and in support of insurgent forces, preliminary study wes conducted of 


study of Air Order of Battle of nearby communist or neutral countries widicates | 


do not possess adequate numbers of low/slow aircraft to undertake euch miss’ ons 
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fea rage “t de aks Prc@u attitude, Knifa 2” 
aryreacthed tan Saye: Ee ove) searchiiizit, out observed 
Moon reportedly mer ce cow 4 conci tions were tec dark te see well 


In addition, BPP Region IV posses 
Historically, 


As in the pust, chopper operations by RTA and -EPP are sostly local in 
nature andj no f}ight plans are fiied for resupply, placesont of units, or moni- 


BPP advisor is asttemptin 
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would riks valuable sivoras: and crews +9 support Thai insurgent, when reawnlyy, 
infiltration, and move aent >y other means is cheaper, safer, an: tess obvious, | 
it is interesting to note thst such unknown returns have been reported since | 
1965 and yet ro unidentigied aircraft has ever crashed or tee. physically 
observed so it could be ident: ficd. Pricndly supprension forces huve nevor | 
shot down cr hit these unknown intrucera, whereas U.S, helicopters and aircraft ' 
ir VIETNA and LAOS have suffered many hits and losses, and as indicatec in 

Part i, friendly airoraft in area could noi observe, even with aic of lights, 
any oiner alreraft. In past, when Royal Thai Government offered 200,000 Baht { 
rewarc Tor shooting down of unknown aircraft and helicopters, only aircraft ev 
hi‘ were RPP or RTA choppors and USAF aircraft on legitimate miasions, As 
result, Thai Government hns since withdrawn reward effer since no bostile 
aircraft or “unknowns were ever downed. It is aleo interceting to note that in 


1967 univ’entified aircraft activity, purportedly in support of communist 
insurrsenis, seemed to preoccupy Thai offMiciris until U.S. resourccs provided 
al 


Hawk anvi-aircreft missiles. Then in speech of acceptance and thenks, Ceneral 
PHRAPHAT, Deputy Prime Minister, said helicopter threat from outside THAILAKD 
had endod or come under control. Part V. This headquarters is highly 
interestcd in such sightings and reporte, and will continue to monitor such 
activity for sigs of rostile intent. However, there is no evidence at present 
time to indicetc rash of recent “Sosics” reported near NKP RTAFB involves 
hostile or untriendly activity. Unquote. 


2. °c) The following is quotcd from a COMUSMACTHAI message dated 17 December 
1960, The message wae to CINCPAC with information to 7/13aF and referonced 
the message quoted above. Quote, “This headquarters considers the message and 
excelient assessment of uniderntificd helicopter reports in THAILAND. This 
eviluctionv ocer: llels our own assessements.” Unquote. 


(C, "*4 ma-t reeent reported sightings occurred in South LAOS. On the night 
of 14, *’ cr i4 December 1968, an unidentified hign wing single engine air-~ 
creit.. © coserved over Ben Thateng (1526N-10642E), LAOS. On two occasions it 
was rerorted circling at low altitude (400 feet). On the third occasion, it 
wes cheerved at 6000 feet heading west. Estimated speed 100 knots. It has not 
been Actermined if the eircrnft was an unreported fricndly or enemy, 
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COSMEM'S: (C) ATRa concure with the comments and assessments made and with 
§¢t}c corncinsion which are drawn. [t seems highly unlikely the enemy would 

take the riskc involved to infiltrate personnel or supplies when, as is pointed 
out, other methods are cheaper, safer and less obvious, Some of the “unknowns” 
have been reported far enough into THAILAND that large helicopters would have 
+o re used or refuelinss mede by small helicopters. In order to reach some 

of these locations, long flights would have to be made over friendly territory, 
both in LAOS and THAILAND. Again this scems rather unlikely 2nd has not been 
confirned by any sightings. There are no known enemy held staging areas or 
bases in LAOS from which such flights could operate within reasonable range, 
safety anc security and yet remain such a well kept secret for such a long 
period of time. If any of these flights are, in fact, occuring it appears 

much more reasonable that they might be unreported friendly activities, 
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